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Abstract 
The abstractedness of children by one or both parents, left to work abroad, generates dysfunctions both in the 
behavioral and emotional area.  Depending on the duration of the absence there can be registered a series of problems 
related to the assurance of child's specific needs and also the risk of appearance of some intellectual deficiencies 
and/or emotional and behavioral disorders. In such cases the intervention of the specialist psychologist is not only 
necessary but mandatory. The knowledge of some predictive models for the maladjustment behavior of this category 
of children becomes especially useful for the organization and development of support interventions. 
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1. Introduction 
The researches regarding the children who's parents left to work abroad showed that these  can develop 
a large range of psycho-behavioral manifestations such as: feeling abandoned, sadness, anxiety, 
insecurity, depression, aggressive behavior or attitude of indifference, deterioration in school 
performance, decrease in attention, over-appreciation/under-appreciation, self-isolation, apathy, lack of 
motivation, (pre-) delinquent behaviors etc. (Luca & Gulei, 2007). 
Parrenãs (2001) analyzes the emotional impact of distance and the managing modalities, including also 
the children perspective. These are in conflict with the parents on three grounds: the children disagree that 
the assets replace love, they are under the impression that the parents are not aware of their efforts to 
maintain the family integrity and reproach their mothers the rare visits (they spend together 
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approximately two months in four years). Some children cherish the connection with their mother much 
more than the financial benefits and regard them as mutual excluding. 
In what concerns the effect of parents' leaving on the psychic health, we are told that „children with 
both parents left or only with the mother left have showed  frequent presence of some depression 
feelings” (Toth and Toth, 2007), in conclusion the absence of the mother creates more problems than that 
of the father. More researches have showed that the parents' leaving for work has negative effects on 
children’s marks (Bădescu, Stoian and Tănase, 2009; Tufiú, 2007). A study done by the Soros Foundation 
(2007), regarding the migration effects and which focuses on children left at home, states that an 
insufficient control over the children by the other adults in the family, together with the emotional 
problems created by the lack of parental affection and further more the increase of the access at different 
opportunities as the abroad incomes determine a growth of financial well being, are to develop some 
deflective tendencies in children and teenagers. 
2. Purpose of study 
Having as a starting point the real situation of the children left at home after the parents' departure 
abroad and the researches which had as object of study the problem of these children, we desire to 
identify the predictive models of the maladjustment behavior on children temporary abandoned by their 
parents. Knowing the predictors which underlie the development of the deflective behavior, the specialists 
could interfere in time by including these children in a psychotherapeutic program with the purpose to 
help them to get through the parents separation period easier and to reduce the risks of 
deflective/delinquent behaviors appearance. 
3. Research Methods 
3.1. Hypothesis 
It is believed that the lack of affection and the „temporary” abandonment are predictors of the 
behavioral-adaptive dysfunctions at children who are separated from their parents because of their 
economical migration. 
3.2.  Subjects 
At the study participated a number of 287 children, 141 girls and 146 boys, who have a parent or both 
parents left to work abroad. The initial criterion after which they have been selected for the study was 
represented by the poor school results and low mark for conduct. The children aged between 8 and 14 
years  old  (average  age  11,15 years  old),  155 of  them from the  urban area  and 132 from the  rural  area.
Dividing the number of children on age categories we have identified 159 children between 8-11 years 
old  and 128 children  between 12-14 years  old.  This  delimitation  was  necessary  in  order  to  analyze  the  
data obtained by applying the instrument used. Most children have the parent/parents departed for a 
period between 3-5 years (for 94 children – 32,75%), the parents of 83 children work abroad for 5 to 10 
years (28,92%) and the parents of 68 children (23,69%) live abroad for a period between 1-3 years. There 
are also the parents of 12 children (4,18%) who left for a shorter period of time (6 months – 1 year), but 
these are from the category of the ones who alternate their departures because they do not find permanent 
work. A special attention must be given to a number of 30 children who's parents are departed for more 
than 10 years. These were very little when their parents decided to search for work abroad. 
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3.3. Instruments used 
In order to evaluate the participants in the study and to test the hypothesis we used as instruments the
Achenbach System of Empirically Based Assessment (ASEBA) which contained 3 questionnaires: 
CBCL (Child Behavior Checklist) - behavioral evaluation questionnaire for children between 6-18 
years old addressed to parents, TRF (Teacher’s Report Form) – evaluation made by teachers and YSR 
(Youth Self-Report) – self evaluation of children between 11-18 years old; Raven Test; Self Esteem 
Inventory (Coopersmith, 1967) – school form. 
4. Findings and discussions 
The first analysis of binomial regression has used the data obtained from the evaluation of the 
temporary abandoned children done by the people in whose care these children are. We have established 
as variable- deflective behavior criterion, which is of dichotomous kind, the presence or absence of 
deflective behavior and as predictors: the abandonment period, outsourcing problems, insourcing 
problems, total problems, competences, affection problems, oppositional behavior, the child's 
intelligence as general ability of environment adaptation, attention problems, self esteem. 
Table 1. Logit coefficients values of the predictive model for the evaluation made by caregivers 
Predictor   Variable B S.E. Wald Sig. Exp(B)
Duration of abandonment 1-3 years -1,940 ,604 10,318 ,001 ,144 
Duration of abandonment 3-5 years -2,118 ,567 13,958 ,000 ,120 
Duration of abandonment 5-10 years -1,395 ,566 6,073 ,014 ,248 
Outsourcing -,187 ,036 26,835 ,000 ,829 
Total problems ,082 ,029 7,859 ,005 1,086 
Competences ,227 ,065 12,073 ,001 1,255 
Oppositional  behavior  -,314 ,096 10,728 ,001 ,731 
The results obtained show that there is a quite high efficiency of the predictive model, the total 
percentage of accurate classification is 81,9%, taking into account the observed values of the criterion and 
those predicted based on the model. 
Ranking the predictors, we can say that in the appearance of the deflective behavior, for children 
temporary abandoned by parents, the amount in which the chance of deflective/delinquent behavior is to 
be present, is given by the abandonment period, the oppositional behavior, the outsourcing, the total of 
competences and also the total of problems. Noteworthy is the fact that the abandonment is an important 
predictor which indicates the extent to which the deflective/delinquent behavior is to be present at 
children separated from parents by the departure to work abroad. 
The second analysis of binomial regression has used the data obtained from the evaluation of the 
temporary abandoned children done by their teachers. The criterion variable is represented by the 
deflective behavior, which is dichotomous, and as predictors: the abandonment period, outsourcing 
problems, insourcing problems, total problems, performances, affection problems, oppositional 
behavior, the child's intelligence as general ability of environment adaptation, attention problems, 
self esteem. 
This model with 13 predictors succeeds to accurately estimate 89,9% cases, a superior percentage 
being in the identification of cases which present deflective behavior (96%, meaning 193 of the 201 
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cases) than in the identification of cases which do not present deflective behavior (75.6%, meaning 65 of 
the 86 cases). 
The profile of children whose parent are left to work abroad with high risk of developing 
deflective/delinquent behaviors, from the perspective of the evaluation done by their teachers, is that of 
the child temporary abandoned by the parents for over 1 year, who presents outsourcing problems (rules 
breaking and aggressive behavior), who presents affection problems, satisfactory to low school 
performances and who also presents oppositional behaviors and attention problems. 
Ranking these predictors we can say that in the appearance of the deflective/delinquent behavior, in the 
case of children separated from their parents, the extent to which the deflective/delinquent behavior is to 
be present is given by the abandonment period, low school performance, oppositional behavior, affection 
problems, attention problems and also outsourcing problems. 
Table 2. Logit coefficients values of the predictive model for the evaluation made by teachers 
Predictor   Variable B S.E. Wald Sig. Exp(B)
Duration of abandonment 1-3 years -1,808 ,739 5,981 ,014 ,164 
Duration of abandonment 3-5 years -2,222 ,704 9,971 ,002 ,108 
Duration of abandonment 5-10 years -1,557 ,691 5,075 ,024 ,211 
Outsourcing -,075 ,030 6,182 ,013 ,928 
Performance  -1,758 ,616 8,147 ,004 ,172 
Affection problems ,126 ,054 5,429 ,020 1,135 
Oppositional behavior  -,508 ,068 56,445 ,000 ,601 
Attention problems -,094 ,037 6,497 ,011 ,910 
For  a  practical  approach of  these  models,  we wanted  to  find  out  which  one  of  them is  better  for  the  
prediction of the deflective/delinquent behaviors on these children. For the comparison of the two models 
we used the Adjusted Bayesian Information Criterion (BIC'): 
BIC’1 = - 31,88;        BIC’2 = - 72,95;    |BIC’2 – BIC’1| = 41,07 
Based on the evaluation made by teachers there were obtained results which better estimate the 
deflective/delinquent behavior of the children than the ones made by the caregivers, either the other 
parent or other relatives. 
The third analysis of binomial regression has used the data obtained from the self evaluation of 
children separated from their parents. The criterion variable here is also the deflective behavior, which is 
dichotomous, the presence or absence of deflective behavior and to follow the previous analysis we have 
established as predictors the following variables: the abandonment period, outsourcing problems, 
insourcing problems, total problems, competences, affection problems, attention problems, 
oppositional behavior, the child's intelligence, self esteem. 
This model with 14 predictors succeeds to accurately estimate 89,7% of the cases, a superior 
percentage being found in the identification of cases which do not present deflective behavior (93,8%, 
meaning 120 from the 128 cases) than in the identification of cases which present deflective behavior 
(81,8%, meaning 54 of the 66 cases). The children separated from their parents, in order to protect their 
image, have given socially desirable answers and thus the value of the percentages was reversed from the 
percentages obtained from the evaluation done by caregivers and teachers. Nevertheless, the regression 
model succeeds to estimate accurately a pretty high percentage from the cases, taking into account the 
observed values of the criterion and those predicted based on the model. 
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Table 3. Logit coefficients  values of the predictive model for the self evaluation of children 
Predictor   Variable B S.E. Wald Sig. Exp(B)
Outsourcing -,775 ,236 10,795 ,001 ,461 
Insourcing -,614 ,235 6,841 ,009 ,541 
Affection problems -,474 ,121 15,378 ,000 ,623 
Social problems  -,503 ,157 10,323 ,001 ,605 
The predictors significant for the deflective behavior, from the children point of view, through self 
reporting, are the insourcing, the outsourcing, social problems and affection problems. The predictive 
model, based on the 14 predictors taken into account, explains the appearance of the deflective behavior 
in children separated from their parents because of the economical migration of the latter, but individually 
only 4 of them are statistically significant and have a significant weight in the appearance of this 
behavior. Taking into account the fact that the second model proved to be more efficient than the first one 
we will compare this time model 3 with model 2, calculating the absolute difference between the BIC' 
values of the two models: 
|BIC’3- BIC’2|= 75,94 – 72,95 = 2,99. 
From practical considerations, we think that the second predictive model is better than the other two,  
due to the subjectivity of caregivers in the first model, and to the socially desirable answers given by 
children in their self evaluation, in model 3.  
5. Conclusions 
Based on the results obtained after the comparison of the three predictive models obtained from the 
evaluation of children done by teachers, caregivers (either the other parent or grandparents or other 
relatives) and also in preteens self evaluation, we are right to consider as the most efficient for the 
estimation of the deflective/delinquent behavior of children temporary „abandoned” by parents left to 
work abroad, the predictive model obtained as result of the evaluation done by the teachers, model which 
contains the following predictors: duration of abandonment of over 1 year, oppositional behavior, 
affection problems, attention problems and outsourcing problems. 
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